
GREAT RIVER REGION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DOC) 
Business & Mission of the GRR 

Saturday, November 14, 2026 ~ 9:30 a.m. 
 

Business Session Call to Order………………………………………………….…………...Bill Lacy, Moderator 
FCC, Conway, AR 

RA 2026-1 2024 Regional Assembly Minutes 
RA 2026-2 2025 Annual Gathering Minutes 
RA 2026-3 2026 August Regional Board Minutes 
RA 2026-4 September 2026 Financial Report and 2027 Proposed Budget……...…............................John Goebel  

Vice President, Treasury Services 
  
State of the Region Report………………………………………………………………….…Rev. Alison Robuck 

Executive Regional Minister 
 
RA 2026-5 Program Ministry Reports………………..…..……………..…………...………..Bill Lacy, Moderator 

1. Regional Committee on Ministry                                            Rev. Shawn Wallace, FCC, Rogers, AR 
2. Regional Elders                                  Rev. Laura DeMann, FCC, Bossier City, LA 
3. Pinnacle Outreach Ministry                          Rev. Miles Cook, Park Hill CC, N. Little Rock, AR 
4. Camp and Conference                                                                       Betty Arambel, FCC, Fayetteville, AR 
5. Disciples Women                      Stacy Eastwood, Grace Point Christian Fellowship, Lake Charles, LA 
6. Disciples Men                                                           Minister Harvey Anderson, Indianola CC, Indianola, MS 
7. Disaster Response Coordinator                                                                          Rev. Ronny Nowell, GRR Staff 
8. MCMC                   Pamela Dubose, New Generation Christian Fellowship, Pascagoula, MS  
9. Arkansas State Fellowship                  Marion Carter, Cross Street CC, Little Rock, AR 
10. Associate Regional Minister MS                                                           Rev. Dr. Nearline Anderson, GRR Staff 
11. Just Love – Northshore                   Rev. Zac Ritchie, Just Love-Northshore, Covington, LA 
12. Just Love – Greater New Orleans                             Rev. Sam Hubbard, Just Love-(GNO), New Orleans, LA 
13. General Board                          Rev. Cheryl Sybrant, FCC, Fayetteville, AR 
14. Executive Committee Report         Rev. Zena Featherston Marshall, FCC, Fort Smith, AR 

 
RA 2026-6 Nominating Committee Report………………………………………….………..Bill Lacy, Moderator 
 

Moderator    Rev. Dr. Ryan Pfeiffer, First Christian Church, Fayetteville, AR 

Moderator Elect  Rev. Zena Featherston Marshall, First Christian Church, Fort Smith, AR 

Treasurer     Alfreda Brown, Cross Street Christian Church, Little Rock, AR 

Secretary    Carol Madere, First Christian Church, Baton Rouge, LA 

RCOM Chair   Rev. Corey Harrison, First Christian Church, Hot Springs, AR 

General Board Rep  Rev. Cheryl Sybrant, First Christian Church, Fayetteville, AR 

Member at Large  Rev. Bonnie Simerly, First Christian Church, Hammond, LA 

Member at Large   

Member at Large  Linda Hampton, First Christian Church, Sherwood, AR  

Member at Large   Rev. Mike Snell, Park Hill Christian Church, N. Little Rock, AR 



Member at Large     

Member at Large   Beverly Utnage, First Christian Church, Berryville, AR  

Member at Large    

Member at large    

Youth Representative   Rev. Mark Dingler, FCC Bentonville & WaterWay, Bentonville, AR  

Young Adult Rep   

Other Constituency Group Presidents (Non-Voting Slate): 

MCMC President  Pamela DuBose, New Generation Christian Fellowship, Pascagoula, MS  

Disciples Women President Deborah Spring, Mt. Sinai Christian Church, North Little Rock, AR 

AR State Fellowship  Marion Carter, Cross Street Christian Church, Little Rock, AR  

Disciples Men President Minister Harvey Anderson, Indianola Christian Church, Indianola, MS  

Regional Elders  Rev. Laura DeMann, First Christian Church, Bossier City, LA 

 

Old & New Business…………………………………………………..……………………Bill Lacy, Moderator 

Special Presentation 

RA 2026-7  Recognition of Outgoing Board Members & Installation Covenant………......Rev. Alison Robuck 
 
RA 2026-8  GRR Resolution………………...……………..………………..Recognition of Host Congregation 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great River Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Regional Board Meeting Minutes 

8/15/2026 – Zoom Meeting 
 

Present: Harvey and Nearline Anderson, Betty Arambel, Kristen Beach, Alfreda Brown, Marion Carter, 
Miles Cook, Laura DeMann, Stacy Eastwood, John Goebel, Linda Hampton, Sam Hubbard, Bill Lacy, 
Carol Madere, Jeffery Murphy, Ronny Nowell, Zac Ritchie, Alison Robuck, Teonicka Russell, DC Sills, Mike 
Snell, Cheryl Sybrant, Beverly Utnage, Shawn Wallace 

Representing Staff: Nearline Anderson, Kristen Beach, Ronny Nowell, Alison Robuck, and Teonicka 
Russell 

Quorum: Yes 

I. Welcome and Opening Prayer: Bill Lacy called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. Alison welcomed 
attendees and offered an opening prayer. She also introduced Rev. Laura DeMann, who will 
coordinate regional elders.  
 

II. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Linda Hampton made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Laura DeMann. The motion carried. 
 

III. Financial Report: John Goebel, VP, Treasury Systems, gave the financial report. He noted the 
following: 

• At the end of the year, we’ve used some church extension funds. Also, the Foundation 
investments had a good second quarter and recovered loss value in first quarter.  
 

• Net Assets with donor restrictions is down $157,000 from a year ago. That’s a good thing. 
We want to spend those gifts that came in with donor restrictions. 
 

• The bigger section is the assets with donor restrictions. We’ve had the funds to support Just 
Love. We’re spending more than we’re bringing in, as anticipated. That’s why the net assets 
and church extension are going down. 
 

• The foundation investment is over a million dollars. That value has increased over the first 
two quarters, so good news there. 
 

• Bottom line as shown on p. 11:  We’re at a deficit through six months of $22,843. We 
expected the deficit, but thought it would be under $20,000. How did we get here? 9. DMF 
is down $6400 and down $10,000 from a year ago. Still we have six months to see how 
things are going. DMF Day/Week is coming up Sept. 12-18.  
 



• We’re close to where we were a year ago, so that will probably recover soon. Salaries are 
under budget, because we have not filled the associate regional minister position. It offsets 
some of the income decrease. 
 

• Betty Arambel questioned what the Youth New Program Trust line item on the budget is for. 
Goebel said it can be used for youth programs or maybe to establish a new program.  Alison 
said she would find the cheat sheet that explains each item and send it to Betty. Kristen 
explained that the money was acquired from the sale of a retreat center in Louisiana. One-
half of the money was to be invested. It is kind of a niche for Louisiana youth, but can also 
be used to regional youth. There were also previous discussions about using that money for 
regional retreat center, but nothing was decided.  
 

• DC Sills moved to approved the financial report. Betty Arambel seconded. The financial 
report was approved.  
 

IV. Executive Regional Minister’s Board Report:  Alison Robuck 
• Teonicka has been focusing on the region’s social media presence and website. We’re only 

sending out Currents once a month. We feel this is a better use of her time. 
 

• I’ve talked with Week of Compassion about continuing Ronny’s position through 2027. We 
have a draft of an MOU that is still being fine-tuned. We will vote on this in November. In the 
following year, we’ll be responsible for 51% of Ronny’s position.  
 

• Slidell Property – We will not be able to gift the building to the local nonprofit. I’m trying to 
get an appraisal on the property. We plan to donate a large portion to Community Christian 
Concern for the purpose of opening a homeless shelter. 
 

• We are down to 19 congregations who are living out of covenant. They haven’t reported to 
Alex or given to ministries within the last five years. We need to continue to work towards 
an understanding of what it means to live in covenant.  
 

• Fayette Christian Church has dissolved. Covenant Christian Church in Byram, MS, is 
closing, in the process of getting their property on the market and will donate money to 
Disciples ministries. I recommend that we not stand by our deed but rather allow the 
church to sell and to do what they want with the money. The region will get some, other 
Disciples ministries will get some and other local charities.  
 
Bill Lacy said the executive board will need to vote on that.  
 

• Regional Assembly—The region is finalizing details. The theme will be Rooted in Love.  At 
the end of the assembly, we’ll go out to Pea Ridge Cemetery and have a service of 
dedication for the improvements. It is a beautiful cemetery now. We’re going to go 



celebrate. We’re working on transportation to the cemetery for the dedication ceremony.  
 

• The region has received a request from the Pea Ridge Board to be included as a 
constituency fellowship group of the GRR. This was actually done when Barb Jones was 
here, but it fell through the cracks. Pea Ridge wants us to consider that today.  
 

• Bill Lacy asked if there were any policy items related to Alison’s position. Hearing none, 
Shawn Wallace moved that Alison’s report be accepted. Betty Arambel seconded. The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 

• Alison asked the board to vote on extending an invitation to Pea Ridge to serve as a 
constituent fellowship with a board seat. Betty Arambel made a motion that Pea Ridge be 
added to the board and invited to be a constituent fellowship. The motion was seconded by 
Alfreda Brown, the motion carried. Bill Lacy added that the bylaws draft being prepared 
must reflect the addition of Pea Ridge to the board.  
 

• Clergy Retreat is being postponed to a date in probably in 2027, so we can have Terri Hord 
Owens there. 
 

V. Decision Monitoring Reports 
 

• RCOM: Shawn Wallace reported that RCOM met with eight candidates in June; four were new. We 
had two candidates approved for ordination: Philip Smiley and Amy Blackman. He has handed the 
chairmanship of RCOM to Rev. Corey Harrison.  
 

• Regional Elders Ministry: Rev. Laura DeMann has assumed the leadership position previously 
occupied by Holly Jo Engle. She reported that the Regional Elders continue to meet monthly, the 
first Tuesday of every month.  
 

• Pinnacle Outreach Report: Rev. Miles Cook noted that Pinnacle Outreach is an extension of 
Pinnacle Structures, in Cabot Arkansas. It is part of the Great River Region. They are involved in 
some projects. Providence Park is a model/village to help people who have been chronically 
homeless. It is a 50-acre park located in Mabelvale, an area of Little Rock close to former location 
of the old regional office. Eventually, it will offer resources, such as a medical clinic, dental clinic, 
and different kinds of services. It is in formation. The groundbreaking occurred in 2024. It opened 
earlier this year.  
 

• Camp and Conference: Betty Arambel reported there had been a great gathering of adults and 
youth on the Youth Commission to plan youth events for the upcoming school year. They got off to 
a good start for the Fall Fandango event in November. 
 



• Disciples Women: Stacy Eastwood reported that the Disciples Women have been busy getting 
ready for our retreat next month. They have also been working on planning for the ROSES retreat 
next summer in Little Rock, which will also include a visit by Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General 
Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the U.S. and Canada. They 
are also working on the luncheon and program for Regional Assembly, where Dr. Debra Reid, 
Assistant Regional Director for Women, will be in attendance.   
 

• Disaster Response: Ronny Nowell reported he has been looking at grant opportunities 
unsuccessfully and asked if anyone is familiar with grant writing, to please get in touch with him. 
He continues to meet with Point au Chene tribal leaders once a month to work on plans for Phase 
3 of rebuilding to build three more houses with Mennonite Disaster Services and Week of 
Compassion after the first of the year.  
 
The mission trip in June to Rolling Fork, MS was a huge success. A total of 17 attended, and they 
worked on three different homes. One home in which they completed the flooring was dedicated 
last weekend. That family is moving in. 
 
He went over to Bethel Christian Church and met some of leadership there. They are forming a 
long-term recovery committee in Carroll County since the ice storm there. Two members of that 
committee are members of Bethel Christian Church.  
 
In northwest Arkansas, following a tornado here, they have formed the Northwest Arkansas COAD 
(Community Organization Active in Disasters). They had their first meeting in Benton County and 
will meet next month in Washington, County and later in a third county. It is a good opportunity to 
see how we can all work together. 
 
Caroline Arnold with Week of Compassion led a workshop with community leaders about how to 
form a long-term committee. Then the Accelerate Foundation got a $1 million grant from Walmart 
and decided not to form a long-term committee and that worked ok. But now to be ready in the 
future, they have formed the COAD, all as a direct response of Ronny getting Caroline to lead the 
workshop. 

There was a meeting in Louisiana after Tropical Storm Arthur, which produced some tornados and 
flooding. They have just now received approval from FEMA for assistance. He’s looking for places 
where we can get volunteer groups. The FEMA Rep for Mississippi is Carlos Martinez. Ronny has 
had several meetings with him. He coordinates those long -term recovery groups.  

Ronny attended the first ever online General Assembly. There are some technical difficulties that 
made it frustrating at times, but overall, it was better than he expected. Over 1,000 people logged 
in just about every time he did. 

He attended the Mississippi Christian Missionary Convention, spoke to the assembly on Thursday 
and led a workshop for men on Friday. He made lots of new connections there and pushed some 
of them to keep us updated. 



He also met with the FCC Sherwood congregation, which is dreaming about putting together a 
plan to be used at a moment’s notice for a disaster. 

He continues to be available to lead workshops in churches or preach and is continuing to look for 
new mission trip opportunities. We are probably done with Rolling Fork. We will finish up the four 
houses we’re working on. Then, we’ll be looking for other places we can go.  

The region is also going to offer $500 congregational grants for mitigation projects It is part of the 
money we received from the Oreon E. Scott Foundation. It can be used for gutter replacement or 
repair, window seals, heat tape to prevent ice dams, French drain or retaining walls, or other 
typical mitigation projects. He is in the process of creating an application process. Watch for that 
proposal coming soon. 

• Arkansas State Fellowship: Marion Carter - reported they’ve had two state fellowships, which 
are discussed in the board report. The next one will be Aug. 30. They’ll be traveling to Pine Bluff. All 
five churches have been participating except Cephas Chapel, but they plan to come to Pine Bluff.  
 

• Associate Regional Minister Report: Nearline Anderson—The ladies of her church have been 
creating blessing bags for the men and women at the local Sunflower County Transitional Shelter. 
They have also been working on setting up a food pantry for the county. Nearline has also involved 
a group of students she works with in preparing blessing bags and collecting items for the food 
pantry.  
 
She continues to mentor Bethel. They have an elder installation next month. She’ll be there with 
them. Freddy Harrison will be installed as the senior pastor this fall at Christian Chapel Church. 
 
She has been in communication with FCC Vicksburg. They’re doing very well. Jeffery Murphy is on 
here and Carol Byrnes Murphy. There are good folks there. 
 
United Christian Church Jackson has been having challenges. They’re having trouble with HVAC 
and some financial concerns. Nearline has been working with their elders.  
 
Nearline attended MCMC and reached some pastors she has had trouble reaching. She was able 
to update contacts.  
 

• Just Love Northshore: Zac Ritchie  reported on the recent Disability Disaster Preparedness 
Workshop. It was eye-opening to see how many people are affected. Wednesday nights are 
running out of space. They have study, communion, and fellowship. The church is going well. 
 
They now have a furniture ministry. A board member, who had been working with nonprofits, got a 
grant to get a trailer. He helps provide furniture for many people. People in this area are always 
changing their furniture. There are a lot of people in need. They donate furniture that is being given 
away or buy it from local nonprofit thrift stores. 
 



• Just Love GNO: Sam Hubbard reported that the rhythm is curiosity, care, and connection. They 
set a benchmark of 70 people, but they’ve been running at about 250. Good Samaritan is serving 
over 1,000 guests. They’ve had 350 volunteer engagements. Kurious Krewe moved from 57 to 80 
participants. Our podcast has 28 episodes. 
  
A man named David, who comes to the Good Samaritan meals, mentioned he has an app on his 
phone that tells him where to find free meals in the area. We’re not on it. David was a chef at some 
restaurants. He gave us his book of recipes. We’re now building an app with several faith-based 
organizations in the city. He’s also helping us identify resources. 

They’ve done a lot of interfaith work. They got connected to the African American community and 
merged with them to do lots of work. There are 200 faith leaders. They have been chairing a 
Muslim-Jewish dialogue about the Palestinian question. They got invited by the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, D.C. to do a workshop with them in New Orleans.  
 
Sam has been in chaplaincy certification focusing on community chaplaincy. There are 12 
coaches going through it. It will be available to all Disciples congregations; Sam will be available 
throughout the region.  
 
They have been approved for $7600 to cover that for rest of time, but it needs board approval. They 
are still doing good on reserves. They had $70,000 at the beginning of the year. His salary is funded 
through 2028. 

It is part of the accountability agreement that the board approves what Sam’s board has approved. 
Betty Arambel made a motion to approve Just Love GNO’s board decisions. Jeffery Murphy 
seconded. The motion carried.  

Jeffery Murphy mentioned that he is a certified mentor for the Association of Professional 
Chaplains and offered to serve as a mentor for anyone seeking the coaching certification.  

• General Board – Cheryl Sybrant reported that the General Assembly had great preaching and 
teaching, but some technical difficulties. The tech team is trying to work the kinks out for the next 
time we gather. She was excited to see how many people attended. Eight resolutions were passed 
at General Assembly. Some will be on our Regional Assembly agenda in November.  
 
General Board will meet in October or November. Alison will send her the date. 
 

All the Decision Monitoring reports were approved.  
 
VI. Governance Policies – Bill Lacy noted that the board will meet Saturday morning during regional 

assembly to amend the bylaws. They must be approved by two-thirds vote by the regional board. 
Alison said the board might need to vote by email as soon as the draft is approved by the Executive 
Committee.  
 



VII. Old Business 
 

• Alfreda Brown asked if people on the board needed more information on the request from Pea 
Ridge to join the Great River Region as a constituent fellowship. Bill Lacy agreed that it might be a 
good idea to send out the rationale to assembly participants before the vote in November. Alfreda 
added that Pea Ridge planned to have at least two “meet and greets” by Zoom to introduce 
themselves.  
 

• Alfreda Brown inquired as to how data reported to Alex is used and whether it could examine the 
data on churches that are closing to find some indicators when a church is not going in a good 
direction. Sam Hubbard said the region doesn’t have enough data to do anything with it, and the 
data they do have doesn’t ask the right questions. It shows decline. That’s all. The initial problem 
is simply getting the data. We have several congregations who do not report regularly. 
 

New Business  

• Camp-Mike Snell said his church has been talking about the camp issue recently. They have 
been sending their kids to Eagle Sky, but the kids have had mixed experiences that emphasized 
the camp was not Disciples. The camp sent out a letter that identified one of our kids. The 
closest camp is Athens for them. He suggested that if the region didn’t want to use a large 
amount of money to purchase a camp, maybe the churches could use the money to charter 
some buses to take kids to a Disciples camp. He said his understanding is that for 12 people, it 
would be $1,000 per person, but above 12, the number goes down. It’s not cheap but wanted 
to present it as a consideration for getting our kids better connected to Disciples camps. 
 
Some kids are going to Athens, but others are going to Tall Oaks in Kansas City. It’s a shame 
that we can’t get our three states together in one semi-central location. It would be nice. 
Twice-a-year meetings just don’t let you really get to know the kids.   
 
Laura DeMann suggested renting the use of a camp, but she doesn’t know if anything like that 
is available in a desirable area.  
 
Shawn Wallace said he wasn’t sure if the region has the numbers to do our own camp. We 
were renting Couchdale, but the numbers got low and rental went up. We haven’t had 
churches from Mississippi and Louisiana going to camp, which is why churches in Arkansas 
started going out of state. Maybe we could pay a driver to drive down and back.  
 
Mike Snell suggests that the region needs to be working on this now for next summer. 
 
Alfreda Brown suggested creating a taskforce to work on the issue. Mike, Shawn, and Betty 
were asked to serve on the taskforce. Shawn said his associate, Chrys, would be better. Stacy 
Eastwood also volunteered to participate in the taskforce.  



 
Kristen noted that the region has bounced ideas with doing things at Camp Magnolia, which is 
right on the Gulf, but it’s a long trip for the Arkansas congregations. We have had 
conversations, but no traction. She added that they need some ethnic diversity and 
representation from Mississippi and Louisiana. 
 
Alison will get a call out and get a task force together in the next few weeks. 
 

• Public Relations -- Mike Snell also proposed that the region investigate some aggressive PR 
evangelism stuff that would work for the whole region. We could invest together in a region-
wide evangelistic campaign. It could be a significant faith growth experience. 
 
Shawn Wallace added that the Executive Committee has also been talking about doing this 
with having Teonicka do a social media push about who are the Disciples. Individual 
congregations could use it.  
 
Mike Snell said we could be a model for other regions if we do it well. 
 
Alfreda Brown asked if he envisioned employing professional PR firms? Mike said he would 
suggest a task force as a potential option, but it’s worthy of consideration. “A lot of us think 
we’re experts, but we’re not. It would be worth it to spend the money,” he said.  
 
Laura said she was glad Mike had suggested it. She has been trying to get public relations in 
Shreveport/Bossier, but it costs $900 for a full week of billboards. She thinks the Disciples 
need more online exposure.  
 
Carol Madere volunteered to look for grant money to support the effort.  
 
Shawn added that if this effort brings new people to the church, the region should make sure 
that church sends more money to the region.  
 
Alison said follow-up letters will go out in a few weeks to request that people serve on these 
task forces. Kristen asked if the board should ask for volunteers at Regional Assembly. Alison 
said she wanted to start with the people on the board and be able to report on it at Regional 
Assembly.  
 

Calendaring Next Meetings – The next meeting is November 13 & 14, Regional Assembly.  
 

VIII. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Carol M. Madere, Ph.D., Regional Board Secretary 



 
 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

State of the Region Report 

Rev. Alison Robuck – Executive Regional Minister 

Regional Assembly – November 14, 2026 

 

 It seems nearly impossible that a year has already passed since the Regional Board accepted me as the 
Search Committee’s nominee to serve as your Executive Regional Minister.  I remain grateful and blessed as I 
seek to serve each day with joy, commitment and passion for this beautiful Body of Christ we call the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  We are not the only Christians, but we are Christians only…seeking to share the 
love, compassion and heart of Christ with all we meet.   

 This past year has brought both celebrations and moments of grief.  I have celebrated with congregations 
beginning new chapters with newly called pastors in their pulpits, and I have looked into the watery eyes of church 
members grieving the potential closure of their beloved congregation.  I have had the joy of celebrating milestone 
anniversaries of pastors and milestone anniversaries of congregations who have survived and thrived for over 100 
years.  And I have held in prayer the unspeakable grief of two of our pastors whose grandchildren were murdered.  
Ministry is painful and messy.  I am so grateful that God has given us to one another, to hold each other up when 
life feels so extraordinarily heavy.  May God comfort all who grieve losses of all kinds. 

 When I look at where we are as a region in 2026, I am both hopeful for the opportunities we have to grow 
in faith and expand our circle of connections between congregations and clergy.  One of the many challenges we 
face as a region is the sheer distance between us.  And although the season of Covid taught us the valuable gift of 
Zoom, it just isn’t the same as being together in person.  It is my hope that as we look for opportunities to gather 
in 2027, we also might seek to find areas where we can combine our resources and collaborate in reaching out to a 
hurting world.  We need one another.  None of us does the work of Christ on our own.   

 This past year, we celebrated the following: 

Ordinations: 

 Rev. Amy Blackman, FCC, Fayetteville (9/13) 

Commissioning: 

 Minister Erin Aylor, FCC, Russellville, AR  (9/20) 

Installations: 

Rev. Dr. Nearline Anderson - Senior Pastor, Indianola Christian Church, MS (4/19)  

Dr. Karen Cooke - Minister of FCC, Sherwood, AR  (6/21).   

 

 

 

State of the Region Report – November 14, 2026 



 

Celebrations: 

Rev. Dr. Ryan Pfeiffer’s 20th Anniversary as Senior Pastor of FCC, Fayetteville, AR 

FCC, Harrison, AR 150th Anniversary celebration (10/17-18) 

Legacy Dinner on April 30th (27 attendees) 

 

Preaching Engagements: 

FCC, Sherwood, AR 

Indianola Christian Church, Indianola, MS 

Park Hill Christian Church, North Little Rock, AR 

First Christian Church, Rogers, AR 

First Christian Church, Conway, AR 

First Christian Church, Blythville, AR 

First Christian Church, Russellville, AR 

 

One of the many joys of serving as a Regional Minister is becoming a member of an extraordinary collegial 
partnership known as the College of Regional Ministers.  This body of faithful servants has proven to be an 
invaluable resource for me as a new regional minister and the GRR has benefited greatly from the wisdom I have 
gained from this amazing group of both seasoned and new regional ministers.  Included in my responsibilities as 
Regional Minister is my participation in CRM (College of Regional Ministers) events.  In 2026, my participation in 
CRM events include: 

- Attended the installation services of colleagues, Rev. Michael Davison (Oklahoma) and Rev. Kevin 
McNeil (Tennessee). 

- Attended the General Board meeting and the CRM meeting in the spring 
- Participated in the first triennium General Assembly (Zoom) 7/10-11 
- Attended the New Church Ministry Summit in Nashville, TN hosted by New Church Ministries, with Sam 

Hubbard and Morgan Szeligowski 
- Attended the Disciple Home Mission event in Chicago (8/17-19) where I had the honor of sharing the 

message during our final worship service. 
- Attended the fall General Board meeting (Zoom) 10/23-24 
- Attended monthly CRM meetings (Zoom) 

 

 



 

I’d like to highlight one of my visits from this past year.  On September 19th, I met with the Cabinet members of 
FCC, Hot Springs, as they began a process to envision what their next chapter in ministry might look like.  
Although it was just a beginning point, it is important to note that the energy about possible change was 
palpable…in a good way.  I will be heading to FCC, Blytheville later this month to have a similar conversation.  If 
you would like for me to come have a – “What Might our Future Ministry Look Like” conversation with your 
congregation, please reach out to me soon!   

Update on FCC, Slidell:   

 FCC Slidell ended their visible ministry at the end of 2025.  Due to a clerical error more than a decade 
ago, the Great River Region now owns their property.  I worked this spring/summer with remaining members to 
get the property on the market.  The property was listed in August.  We have received two offers, which the 
Executive Team turned down as the property is worth more than nearly twice the lowball offers.  The offers also 
carried an expectation of a bond for deed which the Executive Team does not want to entertain.  We can afford 
to wait for a fair and appropriate offer.  The property is valued at $805,000. 

2 Additional closures: 

 We have received communication from two congregations of their intent to close:  Covenant Christian 
Church (Terry, MS) and Thomastown Christian Church (Thomastown, MS).  A formal letter from Thomastown 
might be received prior to our Regional Assembly.  A formal letter from Covenant Christian should be coming 
soon, as well.  Once these closures are finalized, we will downsize from 87 to 85 congregations.  However, we 
have recently received a proposal from Andy Burdge (RCOM candidate) for a New Church Start to address the 
spiritual and humanitarian needs of the Hispanic community in Springdale, AR.  This proposal will be considered 
at our Spring Regional Board meeting and will be addressed by a newly forming New Church Task Force 
following our March meeting. 

Topic for Education, Discussion and Prayer:  Economic Justice 

 During our online General Assembly this summer, we were introduced to (TEDP).  Instead of voting on 
resolutions, valuable time was spent in important conversations and presentations focused on Economic Justice.  

Louisiana Interfaith Prayer Vigil 

 You will hear more about this on Saturday.  (Please plan to arrive prior to 9:00 on Saturday morning.)  
Thank you! 

National Initiative to Strengthen Christian Campus Ministries at Colleges and Universities.  The Lilly Foundation 
has an extraordinary grant opportunity for us to explore.  Rev. Corey Harrison and I attended an informational 
Zoom session on November 2nd and will be sharing some exciting information about how the GRR might be a 
good candidate to apply for one of twenty grants.  More to come. 

Camp for Disciples Youth 

 Connecting our youth with Disciples camps continues to be a challenge, since the GRR no longer has a 
campground of our own.  The Regional Board has been asked to consider covering the cost of transporting our 



 

youth to either Athens (in Texas) or other bordering states.  A long-term solution will take some creative planning, 
but we do have funds that we could utilize this summer.   

Pea Ridge Church & Cemetery 

 Saturday afternoon will be a bittersweet celebration as we rededicate Pea Ridge Cemetery to the glory of 
God.  Rose Marie Bryant Jones served as the President of the Pea Ridge Church & Cemetery Association for 40+ 
years.  Her vision for the renewal of the cemetery has been realized through the generosity of Pinnacle Structures.  
Please join us Saturday afternoon as we caravan to the Cemetery to rededicate to God the holy resting place of 
Rev. Sarah Lue Bostick, the first African American female to be ordained in our tradition, along with her husband 
Rev. Mancil Bostick, along with the multitude of other saints resting there.  (We have received a letter from the 
Pea Ridge Church & Cemetery Association requesting their addition to the GRR as a Constituency Fellowship 
Group.  This request will be a part of the Regional Board’s work in March as we rewrite the Bylaws & Operating 
Guidelines.) 

Clergy Retreat 

 We are so grateful that our GMP, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, is able to join us for our Regional Assembly.  
We are also thrilled that she will be meeting with our pastors at our clergy retreat this coming Spring.   

I am so looking forward to being with each of you during the weekend of our 2026 Regional Assembly.  
(An updated version of this report will be included in the Program Book.) 

 

    Faithfully submitted, 

     Rev. Alison Robuck 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Regional Committee on Ministry (RCOM) Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
 

RCOM “Commissions” ministers to serve in a particular ministry in a particular location on a three-year basis.  
We “Ordain” ministers to serve in ministry wherever their call takes them.  Both “Commissioned” and “Ordained” 
ministers are licensed to serve as “ministers.”  We evaluate every minister and grant “Good Standing” on an 
annual basis.  In order to remain in “Good Standing” every minister must complete a Healthy Boundaries Training 
and an Anti-Racism Pro-Reconciliation Training, once every 5 years.  It is the mission of the RCOM team to walk 
alongside candidates on their paths toward serving in ministry, while encouraging and guiding them through the 
necessary steps in that process. 

The RCOM team met with 20 total candidates in 2025—February (8), June (3), and October (9).   The RCOM 
team met with 20 total candidates in 2026—February (3), June (8), and October (9). The RCOM team currently 
consists of Shawn Wallace (chair), Roosevelt Howard, Nearline Anderson, Corey Harrison, and Alison Robuck 
(Interim Regional Minister).  Shawn Wallace ends his term this year, and we are asking the assembly to call Corey 
Harrison to serve as the RCOM chair.  DC Sills is considering joining the RCOM team. 

The following are some highlights from our meetings with candidates over the past 2 years: 

Corey Harrison (FCC Hot Springs, AR), Angela Wrentz (FCC Whitehall, AR), and Amy Blackman 
(FCC Fayetteville, AR) were approved for Ordination.  

Ellis Robinson (FCC Fort Smith, AR), Phillip Smiley (FCC Fayetteville, AR), and Ademola Sodeinde 
(“Dr. D”) (Highland Drive CC, Jonesboro, AR) were approved for Transfer of Ordination.  

5 candidates were new and met with RCOM for the first time in 2025, seeking Ordination or 
Commissioning in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  An additional 8 candidates were new and 
met with RCOM for the first time in 2026. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Shawn Wallace 
RCOM, Chair 

 
 
 
 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Regional Elders Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
 
New Regional Elder Coordinator, as of Sep. 2026, is Laura DeMann (FCC Bossier). We continue to meet regularly 
on the first Tuesday of each month, at 10:30am and 7:00pm. 
 
Below are the Regional Elders, their home churches, and the geographical areas they serve. 
 
+ Rev. Dr. Nearline Anderson, Indianola Christian, Indianola, MS, serving Northwest and Northeast Mississippi 
+ Rev. Miles Cook, Park Hill Christian, North Little Rock, AR, serving Central Arkansas 
+ Rev. Laura DeMann, First Christian, Bossier City, LA, serving North Louisiana 
+Vacant Position, serving Northeast Arkansas 
+ Rev. Zena Marshall, First Christian, Ft. Smith, AR, serving Western Arkansas. 
+ Rev. Rita Richardson, Central Christian, Russellville, AR, serving Southwest Arkansas 
+ Rev. Percy Terrell, St. Elmo Christian and King David Chapel Christian, Hermanville, MS, serving 
Central Mississippi 
+ Rev. Dr. Ryan Pfeiffer and Rev. Cheryl Sybrant, First Christian, Fayetteville, AR, serving 
Northwest Arkansas 
+ Rev. Ann Pickett-Parker, New Generation Christian Fellowship, Pascagoula, MS, serving 
Southeast Mississippi 
+ Vacant Position, serving Central and South Louisiana 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Laura DeMann 
Coordinator, Regional Elders 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Pinnacle Outreach Ministry Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
First Christian Church, Sherwood, Arkansas 

 
Pinnacle Outreach Ministry officially began May 6, 2013, following unanimous approval of the Regional Board 
of the Great River Region on March 15-16, 2013. 

Pinnacle Outreach Ministry is an extension of Pinnacle Structures, Inc. of Cabot, Arkansas, Rev. Will Feland, 
President; and the Great River Region, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Rev. Alison Robuck, Executive 
Regional Minister. 

Pinnacle Outreach Ministry is fully funded by Pinnacle Structures, Inc.   www.pinnaclestructures.com 

Our Mission Statement is: Helping Equip the Faithful for the Work of Christ 

Pinnacle Outreach Ministry gives support to clergy, congregations and secular non-profit organizations as they 
help meet the needs of God’s people. 

Through financial and other means, examples of what we have supported include: 

- Ministers in the Great River Region by supplying biblical commentaries, professional periodicals and 
sponsoring seminars and retreats to help them become more proficient at faithful leadership and 
interpretation of the Bible for preaching and teaching 

- Congregations regarding specific needs 
- The Great River Region regarding specific projects and needs 
- Pea Ridge Cemetery in Lonoke County, Arkansas 
- Week of Compassion of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
- Bethany Fellowship Ministry which helps support ministers through the early years of their ministry 
- Local, state, national and world hunger relief 
- Efforts to help meet needs resulting from natural disasters 
- Efforts to help meet the needs of those in Ukraine 
- Purchased a new 63-passenger bus for the children at the Khayelihle Children’s Village in Bulawayo, 

Zimbabwe 
- Phillips Theological Seminary 
- Battered Women’s Shelter of central Arkansas 
- Harmony Health Clinic, providing medical and dental care for those without healthcare 
- Home for Healing, providing free housing and resources for those of town and state who are receiving 

treatments at area hospitals 
- Partners for Inclusive Communities, Arkansas’ Center for Developmental Disabilities, education, research 

and service 
- Providence Park, providing affordable housing and a supportive community for those coming out of 

chronic homelessness 
- New Day New Life, providing housing for those in rehab from chemical dependency 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http:/www.pinnaclestructures.com___.YXAzOmdyZWF0cml2ZXJyZWdpb25vZnRoZWNocmlzdGlhbmNodXJjaDE6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6NjQxYWVkNTA3NGY4NzZhNTFlZTczMTI3YjQ2OTUxZmM6Nzo2Y2E0OmM5NDlmY2U3NGY5YTBhN2Y4ZTg0N2VkNTc1Yjc4YzY1NWUxNGUxMjcxZDYzZWVkOTk0Y2M0MTA0NzZiOThmMGY6cDpUOlQ
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In addition to connections with the above, I serve in the following ways: 

- Pulpit supply 
- Regional Elder 
- Regional Board member 
- Regional Assembly Planning Team 
- As available, support and attend “Fifth Sunday Fellowship and Worship” of the Arkansas State Fellowship  
- Officiate/Assist funeral services 
- Officiate/Assist weddings 
- Pea Ridge Cemetery support 

 

It is a great blessing and honor to serve alongside and under the direction of Rev. Will Feland and to be of support 
to Rev. Alison Robuck and the Great River Region.   

 

Respectfully submitted in Christ’s service, 
Rev. Miles Cook 
Pinnacle Outreach Ministry 
 

 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Youth Camp & Conference Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
     

Our youth commission, consisting of 4 Youths and 4 adults, with Kristen Beach, our staff representative, has been 
hard at work meeting and planning for our Fall Fandango Retreat. Our message will be about ‘Being the Change.’ 

By the time you get this report, we will have had our retreat! 

We continue to talk about how to improve our planning and create an event that is spiritually uplifting for our 
Youth. We are creating a space for traditions but also a place where they can transform the event to meet their 
needs of now. 

It is good to share that 2 of our Youth from the GRR have been invited to join the Greater Kansas City Youth 
Commission. Emsley Blackman and Sara Kate Michaels have been attending summer camp at Tall Oaks Christian 
Camp for several years. Congratulations to both of them, and we hope we will have some good ideas from them 
and maybe get them to join the GRR Youth Commission next year. 

Thank you for your support of our Youth in the region. 

 
Submitted by, 
Betty Arambel, FCC Fayetteville 
Disciples Youth Representative 
 

 

 

  

 
 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Disciples Women Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
 
The Great River Regional Disciples Women Cabinet meets monthly via Zoom to plan for our state and regional 
DW Events. We have a subgroup from the cabinet who serve on the ROSES Interregional Gathering Planning 
Committee, which meets via Zoom on the first Tuesday of odd months. They meet to plan for the event, which 
will be hosted by the GRRDW on June 25-27, 2027, at Park Hill Christian Church, North Little Rock, AR. 
 
Planning for the 2027 Interregional ROSES is ongoing. A team from across the three regions meets in odd months 
to make general plans. The DW Cabinet will take over the hospitality portion of the planning while the 
interregional team focuses on programming and workshop presenters. We are excited to announce that our 
General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, will bring the message in our opening worship. Rev. Dr. 
Debra Reid, Executive Director of Disciples Women’s Ministries, will also be featured during the event. Our own 
Executive Regional Minister will bring the message during our closing worship. The DW of Park Hill Christian 
Church has agreed to host this event. Promotional materials are available on the webpage devoted to the ROSES 
gathering. Registration will start in January. A grant application for $5,000 was submitted to the DW Endowment 
Fund Committee on October 14, 2026. We should know if we will receive this grant by December 1, 2026. 
 
Dr. Debra Reid was the keynote speaker for the Fall Retreat, which was held in Woodworth, LA. The theme, 
“Milestones in Power, Justice and Faith,” was well received, and momentum is building around the justice portion 
of the GRRDW ministry.   
 
We had sixty-four women register, with fifty-three attending the retreat. Several of those were late cancellations, 
which caused the retreat to not bring in enough funds to cover the expenses of the event. The cabinet met to 
discuss that situation, and we have created a policy that will be stated on the registration from here on out about 
late cancellations. We also sent a request for donations to the Pickering Scholarship fund to help offset the shortage 
caused by this year’s cancellations. Our nominating slate for new cabinet members was approved during the 
retreat, and those positions will be installed at this Regional Assembly Disciples Women’s Luncheon. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Stacy Eastwood, GRRDW President        
 

 
 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Disaster Response Report August-October 2026 to Regional Assembly 

Rev. Ronny Nowell, Disaster Response Coordinator 
November 13-14, 2026 

 
It continues to be a blessing for me to be able to do this important work around our Region.  I have been 
blessed to meet so many wonderful people and help some when they were in great need. What a blessing 
it is to be able to show up and remind people they are not alone, but God, the Church, and our Region are 
with them. Below, I’ve just hit some of the highlights of my activity. As always, I am available to come meet 
with your church to talk about disaster preparedness and how to make a plan. Because we all know it’s not 
a question of if, but rather when, a disaster will affect your community. 
 
Disaster Response Coordinator Activity: 
 

• I continue to work closely with Bethel Christian Church in Coila, MS.  Their community has great 
damage from the ice storms early this year. Then this summer they had extreme heat. Working with 
Week of Compassion and Pastor Millie Anderson, the church was able to have a fan and water 
giveaway for people without air conditioning during the heat dome event. I’ve also been working 
with the Long-Term Recovery Group that is still dealing with the ice storm damage in town. 

• I met with the Board of FCC Sherwood, AR, to begin the process of making a disaster plan for their 
church. 

• Working with Church World Services to have an event at the Regional Assembly where we will pack 
Hygiene Kits and Period Packs for distribution in times after disasters. We are also planning another 
event in February to make Disaster Go Bags and hope to have a Disaster Preparedness Fair in 
conjunction with it for the Week of Compassion emphasis weeks in late Feb. 

• Some very exciting news for those in LA and MS: LAVOAD, working with Via Link, now has some 
amazing tools online to track storms and help locations. Open to the public at 
https://vialink.org/resident-disaster-resource-map/. 

• I had the honor of speaking at the Arkansas Emergency Manager Conference with the ARVOAD 
group, sharing what faith groups can offer and how emergency managers from around the state can 
find us through the VOAD. 

• I currently meet bi-weekly with the tribal leaders and rebuild leaders for the Pointe Au Chien Indian 
Tribe in South Louisiana. We are starting Phase 3 of the rebuild down there after Hurricane Ida. We 
will build 3 more homes with the Insurance Board’s Hurricane Fortified Standards. Work will begin 
in early 2027. 

• I am planning for another Mission Work Week in late spring. I’m coordinating with a group called 
R3SM in Mississippi to coordinate the work. More details to come. 

• Rev. Allison Robuck, Rev. DC Stills, Rev. Lyndon Marcotte, and I all had the honor of attending the 
Prayer Vigil outside the new ICE child and family detention center in Alexandria, LA. It was a 
powerful time of witness and prayer. There will be more info available at the Week of Compassion 
table in the exhibit area of the assembly. 
 

https://vialink.org/resident-disaster-resource-map/


 

 
 
I will leave with just a couple of things you can start working towards right now to make sure you and your 
congregation are better prepared for the storms that may come. 
 

1. We have received grant money that is allowing us to offer a few Mitigation Grants to congregations 
that want to do some work around their church property to prepare for weather events. Some ideas 
might be to replace weather stripping around doors, repair gutters, address drainage problems on 
your property, trim trees that are dangerous, etc. These grants will be for $100 or $500 depending 
on the scale of your project and are designed as an incentive to get started on the work. Grant 
Applications are available now here at the assembly and will be online soon. 

 
2. Think about what your local churches do or offer after a disaster?   

a. Open as a shelter with Red Cross,  
b. offer food/pantry,  
c. open as a cooling/warming/charging center,  
d. distribution centers, warehouse supplies or donations,  
e. offer space for a Case Manager to have an office,  
f. Other ideas… 

 
If you are interested in any of these ideas or want to talk more about preparedness, please reach out and 
let’s set a time for me to come visit your congregation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Ronny Nowell 
Regional Disaster Response Coordinator 
(Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi) 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
(479) 633-7611 cell 
ronny@grrdisciples.org 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Associate Regional Minister of Mississippi Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
 

The following report covers the period of February 2026 - August 2026. Ongoing updates are provided 
for each initiative/activity planned for the first half of the year through Fall 2026. As support is being 
provided to our churches, efforts continue to keep our churches connected to the region. Through Jesus 
Christ, the church continues to be the “rock” for those seeking to be transformed. 

 
Ministry Accomplishments / Highlights last six months: 

• Indianola CC continues to work to bring together the plan for an organized Food Pantry for 
needy families! This supply pantry will also provide “Blessing Bags” for men and women. Dorsett 
Drive CC, our sister church on the north of Indianola, has committed to donating funding to help 
with this cause. Indianola CC space will be used to provide disaster relief for our community as 
well as area communities that may be affected by natural disasters. While the kickoff date is still 
to be determined. The DW August meeting will entail finalizing the steps to realize the goal. 

Church Leader Updates (concerns) from the past six months: 
• Continue to mentor Bethel Christian Church supporting Rev. Millie Anderson, Pastor. There is an 

Elder installation planned for September 2026; details are being planned by Rev. Millie and her 
leadership staff. 

• Christian Chapel Church, Port Gibson, MS – has secured a Disciples of Christ interim, Rev. 
Freddie Harris. He anticipated installation services Spring 2026. The update from Rev. Harris is 
that he experienced a family crisis that set them back on the installation, but they are back on track 
with planning a date, hopefully sometime in Fall 2026. 

• Dorsett Drive CC, Indianola, MS – still meeting with a small congregation of about six. Has 
committed to assisting Indianola CC, with supplying a food pantry to help the community. 

• Communication with FCC Vicksburg is that things are going well. 
• United CC Jackson, MS has been having some challenges, prayers are needed. 
• Attended Mississippi Christian Missionary Convention Pre-Event Healthy Boundaries Training 

where I was able to connect with several ministers who were in need of ministerial collaboration 
regarding standing, etc. 

o Rev. Rufus Edwards – United CC, Jackson, MS 
o Rev. Claudell Wilson – Rose Hill CC, Pattison, MS 
o Rev. Walter Chambers – Fayette Chapel CC, Fayette, MS 
o Elder James Divine – Pine Grove CC, Port Gibson, MS 

Ministry - Next six months: 
• Provide pulpit supply for churches in need according to the available schedule. 
• Endeavor to continue fellowshipping with a church each month (Mississippi Clergy). 
• Continue to provide regional support to the best of my ability as a bi-vocational minister. 
• Shift focus back to elders training in our region's churches – particularly to those churches who 

continue to need help where senior pastors are not present, as well as to churches that may have 
new pastors. 

 
 



 

The ARM-MS maintains spiritual growth and fellowship with the Disciples of Christ body accordingly: 
• Keeping regular communication with the regional office staff 
• Maximizing opportunities where possible to nurture trust and to reach, teach and encourage 

disciples to become a transformative agent for the local and extended DOC church. 
• Attending Regional functions in covenant with Christ, our DOC churches as well as the Greater 

Church. 
• Fellowshipping with DOC ministries to learn and share in the joys, needs and outlooks for the 

GRRCC, e.g., Disciples Women, Black Ministers Ministry, Disciples Men (in support of Rev. 
Harvey as Disciples Men President) 

• Seeking personal and professional training opportunities to sharpen the Ministry of Pastoral 
Counseling. 

o Board of Professional and Pastoral Counselors certification. 
 Continue to receive training via American Association of Christian Counselors 

(AACC). 
 Complete Healthy Boundaries and Pro-Reconciliation/ Anti-Racism trainings as 

required 
 Share in learning experiences with the DOC body (local, state, regional and general 

church) 
Concerns regarding continuation of Associate Regional Minister – MS position; these concerns 
remain: 

1. I remain in deep prayer about how to help our churches (leaders in particular) revive their covenant 
with the region. In doing this, they reconnect to the vine of Christ to ensure nurturing of their 
congregations (church families). 

2. Many of them truly have the sense of Christian community, but as they are often led by those who 
either do not desire to transfer their standing, or who outright decide they will lead according to 
their personal ideals about what church is and should be (while continuing to carry out the order 
of business under the DOC affiliation). 

3. I have experienced some spaces that were hospitable, others not so much. But considering the 
experiences Jesus Christ and the disciples had to weather, what I experienced was a breeze. Our 
churches continue to struggle with the social, emotional and spiritual challenges as we continue to 
struggle with the troubles of a fragmented world. 

4. There are systemic barriers that under-gird various church business protocols. In some cases, 
leadership is open to exploring options for improvement, while others feel there is no need to 
consider any other options. That is perfectly fine, as we have the option of choice. Those challenges 
can only be fasted about and prayed over and handed to the Lord for a more excellent intervention. 

5. Lastly, at the end of the day, the story we are expected to tell is the story of Christ. We are 
committed to tell the story and live out our stories by "Walking in sync with God" with His help, 
to live our lives in alignment with God’s will, actively seeking to understand and follow His 
guidance in every aspect of our daily decisions and actions, essentially living a life that reflects 
His values and teachings through prayer, studying scripture, and seeking to discern His presence 
in our lives. 

 
This report was updated and respectfully submitted for the reporting period of February 2026 - August 2026 –
for the August 2026, GRRCC Board Meeting. 
 
 
Dr. Nearline Anderson, Associate Regional Minister of Mississippi



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Update Just Love-Northshore Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
Offered by: Rev. Zac Ritchie 

 
Vision 
 
Is to love and serve our neighbors through compassionate action that empowers our community and 

empowers neighbors to love others. 
 
 
Mission 
 

We Just Love our Neighbors COMPASSIONATELY, meeting their basic needs. 
(Contemplative Action) 
 
We Just Love our Neighbors CONNECTIONALLY, developing deeper relationships and 
trust.  (Faith-Rooted Organizing) 
 
We Just Love our Neighbors COMPLETELY, empowering and releasing them to Just Love 
others. (Prophetic Advocacy) 
 

Strategy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Updates: 
• We completed our Strategic Planning with multiple goals that have been reached or 

are part of our long-term plan. 
• Our Wednesday Night Gatherings have reached 25 participants. We are doing 5th 

Wednesdays at a host’s home for more visibility in local neighborhoods. 
• We have signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Family Reach Alliance to move 

into their facilities and share resources. 
• In addition to sharing facilities and resources, we will provide Spiritual Care to their 

clients as needed. (Zac is a board-certified chaplain). 
• We added a new board member and are looking to grow our reach into differing areas of 

expertise. 
• Our Furniture ministry is a big success. We partnered with Family Reach Alliance, West 

30’s Redemption Project, and Northshore Food Bank Re-Sell Shop to provide for 
families in need. Particularly, we focus on getting all the necessary furniture by picking 
up old furniture and donations. The Re-Sell stores (Family Reach Alliance has one as 
well) give us a deal when we need to buy furniture. This has raised our visibility in the 
community. 

• We are working on grants to provide an extra day of hot meals starting in 2027. 
• Working with local community organizations on Trunk or Treats and Fall Fest. 
• We established a used jewelry ministry for children and youth, so they can give a 

Christmas gift to their parents. We focused on Abita Middle School and their Special 
Education classes. We have done this for two years, and each year it continues to grow.  

• We are in talks about expanding into Tangipahoa Parish (Ponchatoula, LA) with other 
local non-profits and organizations to provide a resource center.  

• We focus on being the church without walls as we continue to grow and expand in our 
area. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: Rev. Zac Ritchie (10/23/26) 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
General Board Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 

The General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) met on Friday, October 23, and 
Saturday, October 24, to hear reports, approve minutes from various meetings, and discuss 
business items of the General Board. 
 
Rev. Seth Stearns, with the Spiritual Life and Learning Center in Dublin, OH, presented on the 
topic of “Dialogue,” saying, “Discourse is the path to discerning truth together.” He explained, 
“Debate aims to win and seeks the ‘other sides’ weaknesses as the target. Dialogue aims to 
understand, suspending one’s position long enough to attempt to see what the ‘other’ sees. 
Dialectic aims to synthesize information, building a larger view that allows room for both 
perspectives.” 

It was helpful to be reminded to ground ourselves in the spiritual discipline of deep listening and 
conversation with people of differing viewpoints. 
 
Topic for Education, Discussion, and Prayer (TEDP) Report findings were shared as discussed 
online during General Assembly in July around the subject of Economic Justice. Across the Church 
in the US/Canada, 229 summaries were submitted from individuals and 52 small groups, 
indicating that the top 3 issues of economic justice that congregations/communities are facing 
include: 

• Food insecurity (in multiple contexts including care for the elderly, impoverished, and areas 
where food deserts exist) was named in two out of every three responses (67%). 

• Housing and housing-related issues (e.g. homelessness, utility costs, property taxes) 
were named in six in ten responses (60%). 

• Healthcare was noted in more than half of the responses (52%). 

The report was shared as a tool for the GB to better understand issues of economic justice that 
local congregations face and how they are responding. The full report can be viewed at 
disciples.org (under the GA Triennium drop-down tab) 
 
The GB was tasked with viewing, discussing, and editing the Mission Committee Report as it 
works to define its role/purpose as part of the GB. The process is lengthy, as these suggestions are 
then submitted to the Executive Team and Governance Committee for word-smithing and will 
eventually return to GB for more discussion and vote before being incorporated into the Standing 
Rules for the General Board. 

Bill Bailey, GB parliamentarian, and Rev. Terri Hord Owens shared information regarding who 
is eligible (congregations, Regions, General Ministries and Partners) to submit “Statements of 
Witness” (formerly known as Resolutions) and Alternative Perspective Reports (APR) to be 
shared at General Assembly. Alternative Perspective Reports are a new addition to allow for 
contrasting perspectives that can be voted upon by the GA for attaching to any approved 
Statement of Witness in effort to include 



 

contrasting perspectives. More information regarding submission deadlines, including an 
informational video, will be shared with the wider church soon. 
 
Statistics and review of the 2026 online GA were shared. 2,483 people registered, with 101 local 
gathering sites in 27 regions. Adam Frieberg of the Tech Team shared frustration with the vendor 
platform (BigMarker) that misconfigured their system, explaining that lost signals led to tech 
disruptions. 
 
For the 2026 ALEX reports, churches will be asked to go ahead and submit names of their 
representative voting delegates (up to 3) for the 2027 online General Assembly. 
 
Themes/dates for upcoming assemblies were shared: 
GA 2027 (online) July 9-10 “Beyond: For this reason we live worthy of the call” based on 
Ephesians 3:14-4:4 
GA 2028 (in person) July 8-11 “Living Ready: Courageous Together” based on Joshua 1:9 will be 
held at Donald E. Stevens Convention Center in Rosemont (northwest of Chicago, right next to 
O'Hare International Airport). 
 
Discussion continued on Saturday within individual group meetings of the Mission Committee, 
Finance Committee, and General Assembly Committee, followed by GB business items to ratify 
amendments submitted by the Pension Fund Board of Directors and forward preliminary Mission 
Committee Rules to the Governance Committee for more work. 
 
Steven Gower of Finance Committee gave a report on giving, stating that while there has been 
a long-term decline in giving to Disciples Mission Finance, across the board giving is down less 
than 1% over the life of the church this year, and that was good news. Within the Finance 
Committee, there are several active groups focusing on things like congregational giving, financial 
literacy (resources/videos/fact sheets) for the wider church, and metrics and guidelines for 
reviewing financial reports from the Regions and other entities of the church who are required to 
submit their financials. He asked, “How do we get congregations more involved in giving to 
DMF?” 

Eight small groups met to discuss the feedback received from the 2026 Topic for Education, 
Discussion, and Prayer (TEDP Report) and were asked: 1) Should the focus continue to be on 
Economic Justice? 2) Should we choose a different topic for 2027 GA discussion? 3) What 
suggestions do you have regarding content of the survey to be sent to congregations asking for 
input on Topics for Education, Discussion, & Prayer? Thoughts were compiled and submitted for 
Executive Committee discernment. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cheryl Sybrant 
GRR General Board Rep



 

Great River Region of the Christian Church (DOC) 
Executive Committee Report to Regional Assembly 

November 13-14, 2026 
 

The Great River Region Executive Committee met to address topics of the GRR in 2026. These include: 

February 6   Personnel & Strategic Planning 

February 17  Strategic Planning 

February 24  Personnel 

May 7   Personnel 

May 12  Personnel 

May 26  Strategic Planning 

October 8  Bylaws 

 

The Executive Committee has been in conversation throughout the year regarding the Slidell property throughout 
2026. Discussions surrounding Strategic Planning point the GRR toward seeking “life” for our congregations 
even as the leadership is called to address the needs and concerns of churches and the properties which are 
declining. Personnel celebrates the ongoing and incredible work of a terrific GRR team. We offer our thanks to 
them for their efforts throughout Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi. The Bylaws Committee is reviewing, 
researching and addressing the needs of the GRR in 2027. There are a number of significant edits that will need 
to be made to the Bylaws and Operating Guidelines which the Assembly will need to address in the coming 
months. One primary topic will be to align the gathering of the Assembly with that of the General Church. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Zena Featherston Marshall 
GRR Moderator Elect   

 
 



 

Great River Region CC (DOC) Regional Board Nominating Slate 

        Board Composition  
 2020-2022 2022-2024 2024-2026 2026-2028 AR LA MS M F Cauc AA  
Moderator John Johnson *Bobbie Yellott *Bill Lacy Ryan Pfeiffer 1   1  1   
1st Vice 
Mod/Moderator 
Elect 

Bobbie Yellott Bill Lacy Ryan Pfeiffer Zena Featherston Marshall Zena Featherston Marshall 
1    1 1   

Treasurer Deborah Nunerley Alfreda Brown Alfreda Brown 1    1  1  
Secretary *Victoria 

Prevost Vanessa Bostick *Carol 
Madere Carole Madere 

 1   1 1   
RCOM Ryan Pfeiffer *Rolling off in October 

2023 Shawn Wallace Corey Harrison 1   1  1   
General Board 
Rep Alison Robuck LaShaundra 

McCarty 
*Ronny 
Nowell Cheryl Sybrant Cheryl Sybrant 1    1 1   

Member at 
Large/Finance 

Shawn Casey 
Allen Nick Koontz *Walter Smith Vacant Bonnie Simerly 

 1   1 1   
Member at 
Large/Finance Paul Seal DC Sills  

        
Member at 
Large/Finance Delaine Baughtman Linda Hampton Linda Hampton 1    1 1   
Member at 
Large/Governance Felecia Wolfe Jennings Mike Snell Mike Snell 1   1  1   
Member at 
Large/Governance Donald Warren Jeffery Murphy  

        
Member at 
Large/Governance Daniel White Beverly Utnage Beverly Utnage 1    1 1   
Member at 
Large/Mission Ruby Howard *Carol Madere Vacant  

        
Member at 
Large/Mission Kalie Rhodes Cinder Bailey-Dorsey  

        
MCMC Rufus Edwards Rena Baker Pamela Dubose   1  1  1  
AR State 
Fellowship *Rita Richardson 

*Marion 
Palmer-
Carter 

*Marion Palmer-Carter 
1    1  1  

GRR DW 
President Carol Rhein Pernella Shortie Stacy Eastwood Deborah Spring 1    1  1  
DM President Harvey Anderson Harvey Anderson   1 1   1  
Disciples Youth 
Rep Sam Harrison Ben LeMaster Emma 

Davidson 
*Khonrad 

Bales 
Betty 

Arambel Mark Dingler 
1   1  1   

Disciples Young 
Adult Rep 

LaShaundra 
McCarty Patricia Ball  

        
Regional Elders Miles Cook *Holly Jo Engle Laura DeMann  1   1 1   
          11 3 2 5 11 11 5  



 

(RA 2026-8) GRR Resolution to Express Appreciation to the Host Congregation 

 

Whereas, the Regional Assembly of the Great River Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
meeting November 13-14, 2026, in Sherwood, AR, recognizes that the sharing of the truth, as followers of 
Christ, we are “rooted in love” has been enriched through the warmth and hospitality of the members of First 
Christian Church and 

 Whereas, these gatherings of the region are important in fulfilling our mission and strengthening our 
covenantal partnerships, 

 Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Regional Assembly of the Great River Region of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) meeting November 13-14, 2026, in Sherwood, AR, expresses heartfelt appreciation 
to the members of First Christian Church, Sherwood, AR, for their dedication to extending the hospitality of 
Christ through their gifts of time, talent, and resources to create a meaningful experience for the Great River 
Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as we continue living our faith as those who are “rooted in 
love”. A special word of gratitude to Jennifer Mikesell and her crew for creating the beautiful banners which 
have set the tone for our weekend…to Peggy Griffin and her kitchen crew for hosting Friday evening’s dinner… 
and finally to Deb Flynn and her crew for preparing the facilities to host this special event. 

 Be It Further Resolved, that the Regional Assembly Local Arrangements Committee and Regional 
Assembly Planning Committee receive our appreciation for their time and dedication in creating an inspiring 
gathering of important work and inspiring worship. 

 

Motion by: ____________________________________________ 

Second by: ___________________________________________ 

Action:  Adopt 
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